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Petrarzb and Laura.

In no novel that has ever been
written was there ever & more
romantic story thao that of Pet
rarch and Laura, who lived in
Italy in the fourteenth century.

Petrarch was a young maz who
had been educated for the law,
but who, to the indignation of his
father, hated the dry study, and
devoted his time to reading ro-
mantic histories and to writing
poetry.

Once, it is said, his parent, ina
state of tremendous indignation,
threw all his library into the firs:
but, though the books were buro-
ed, the love of them lived oo, and
on the death of his father, Pet-
rurch purchased a prettyjcountry-
house ut Vauvcluse, and indulged
without yestraint in his favorite
employmeant.

He had the student’s usuallove
for solitary wandering, and once
he roumed so far from bome that
he was belated, and sleptall night
in a fisherman’s hat. At 6 o'clock
in the morning he entered the
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gates of Avignon, and, accerding
to custom, entered the nearest
church to offer up a mortning
prayer. It was the Church of St
Clair, and being the holy week, it
was hung in black. The effect
crvated in the sensitive soul of
Petrarch was one of extreme mel-
ancholy.

As he knell, ha felt the tears
rise to his eyes, and & premoni-
tion of coming calamity filled his
soul. Bat, as he raised his eyes,
they fell upon the most beautiful
figure he had ever seen. It was
that of a young lady who was also
kneeling. She bad a magnificent
bust and a profusion of blonde
bair, Her dress was a pale-greeun
robe, besprinkled with violets
and she wore 4 crown of filagree
gold set with precious stones, and
# splendid necklnee of large pearls
he could
not ge¢ her face, butin a little
while she; aruse,and. on leav-
ing the church, passed him.
Their eyes mel; he was still
kneeling wilh clasped hands, She
started and blushed. Franeis
Petrarch couid not move, but
*his soul followed her.”

This was Laura, then in her
eighteenth year. From this mo-
ment, to make her his wife be-
came Petrarch’s londest hope.
And Laurs also seems 10 have
loved him, but her mother, who
was the veritable cruel parent of
fiction, had higher views for her
daughter; and having pretended
to give her consent, carried
Laura awsy from Vaucluse to Av-
ignon and  forced her lo marry
the Count de Sade,

This wus done while Petrarch
wus ut Nuples, combating for the
laurel ¢crown which he desired to
lay at Laure’s feet. However she
may once have loved him—nay,
perhps she loved bim always—
Laua behaved with the modesty
and prudence which so well be-

cume & mation, and neither eu-
couraged his visits nor his protes
| tutions. Yet though Laura lived
to be forty yveurs old, he adored
|her at the hour she died entirely
las he had in the brightest hour
of her youth and beauty.

A few years belore her death
ihe suid to 4 friend:

“The day may perhaps come
'wh(ln I shall have calmness
{Annu]_'h to contemplate all the

LS | misery of my soul; but still I love

herin spite of myself, I have
said in lamentations and tears, 1
must hate her—but ah! I Jove
her still.”

In moments of excitem nt he
used lo fancy that he s=aw her
spirit, she seemed to emerge from

once from & mouth of a canon.
Thrice he saw her at night be-
side his bed, and found himself
overcome by the spectacle.
The story of his love he told in
verses thet kove bsan landed

a tree; from the waves of the seu; |

down to posterity. They bhave
all the interast of a biography,
for he conceals nothing. Emo-
tions which most men bury ino
their souls he has committed to
paper. Itisevident from these
that she never admitted her love
for him, but that he believed she
loved him ia just as certain. She
was evidently one who was able
to bear much without complaint.
Some one has said :

* No writer insinnates himsall
s0 closely into the folds of the
hreast as Petrarch. He recalls to
us every little circumstance of our
passion, The pains, the pleasures,
the hopes, the fears, and, often
by a single word, awakes in the
minds of those who have lovea a
crowd of almost imperceptible
feelings, which they had never
vhsarved, or had forgotten.”

At last Laura died, and Pet-
rarch himsell writesof that event
as follows, in the puges of & vol-
ume of Virgil :

‘It was in the early days of my
youth, on the 6th of April, in the
morning, and io the year 1427,
that Laura, distinguished by her
own virtues, and celebrated by
my verses, first hlessed my eyes
in the church of Santa Clair, at
Avignon. It was in this same
city, on the 6th of the same
month of April, at the same hour
of th » morning, in the year 1348
that she was withdrawn from my
sight, this bright luminary, when
I was at Verona, and ignorant,
alus ! of my calnmily.

“ The romunce of her chaste
and beautiful body lie in the
chureh of the Cordellers. To pre-
serve thisafflicting remembrance,
I have tuken bhitter pleasure in re-
cording 1t in the book most fre-
guently to my eyes, in order
that nothing in this werld may
longer have an attraction for mne.”
This was Petrsreh’s wail over
the grave of his Lsura, Her hus.
band. the Count de Bade, took
her denth more easily, it is sup-
posed, for he married snother
woman seven months from the
day of her interment, and while,
according to the customs of the
country, he still wore mourning
for her.

Fair Play.

“Bir, you predicted a frost for
the night of the 21st of Septem=«
ber,”” said an old farmeras he en-
tered the Signel Office at Cleve-
land twe or three days later.

“Yes, sir.”?

“And it didn't come.”

*No, sir,”

“Well, that prediction caught
me with eight hundred Lbushels
of apples on the trees, and I sold
the lot for half priee,”

“Sorry, sir, but the bureau is
somelimes mistasen.”

“Well, I waut you to help me
out of it, The chap who got my
apples has forly sacres of taters,
If you will only predict a regular
freeze-up for to-morrow night I
kla git them taters for ten cents
a hushel, ¥und come out all solid.”
— Wall Streel News.

-
Moonshiser and Minis:er.

Onee i a while 4 “moonshin-
er” picks up the Wrong custoiner.
Not long ago there were severil
ministers in a South Carolina
town mot many miles from here,
attending a conlerence. One of
them, @ wiry athlete from Ken-
tucky, weat out one morning for
a wulk and met a strapping big
moonshiner, who was draw-
[ing 0 wagon to the blacksmith
shop, 8 few rods uway.

“Keteh hold o' here,”
the big fellow,
itdown o the
the whiaky."

San?

shop, an' 1" buy

minister.
“\Wal, you
reckon,”
Y1 pever smoke."

kin luy ve Aat on yer back,”

tongue and looked at the minister
and asked:

“‘Sap yere, stranger, don’t ye
chaw?"’

“No, sir!” was the decided an-
swer.

““Humph !” ejaculsted the
moenshiner, shifting his weight
upon the other leg, *‘yom must
zit mighty lonesome, don't ye?”

“Not at all, «ir.”

“Wal, I'll het ye even money 1
per-
sisted the monnshloer.

“1 never bet,”

“Oh, come 'long now, stranger,
let's warm up » litile; I reckon
it'll do ye good.”

“No, I think nat,”

“Wal, let’s rastle fer fun then;
back holt or side hoit.”

“I never nave fun,” was the
solemn reply.

“I'm n goin' to tackle ye any-
way, strunger,"” was the moon-
shiner's respounse, as he tossed off
his coat. “Leok sharp now,
stranger, here we go.”

The festive whisky maker slid
up and endeavored io get u
“‘back hold,” but he had only just
commenced his fun when he was
lited clean off the grass and
slummed with such force against
a tree-box that he gasped halfa
dozen times before he could
catch & loug breath.

“Now yoa's better keep away,"
was 1!l the preacher auid.

“Wal, I'tl be switched ef [
don't,” sighed the moonshiner,
edgiong off, *“But I say, stranger,
[ reckon ’tain’t po use o' your
sayin’ you didn’t have nu fun in
ye, when you're jist chuck full
an’ & bilin’ over with it.”"—S8. C.
Corr. N. Y. Post.

-

Sitiing Down on Hum.

*I don’t allogether like this
voung man Millikin, who comes
to see you so often; I hear he ls
nothing but u poor., dry guoods
vlerk,” i3 what the haad of the
family eaid to his daughter one
day at the dinner tuble.

“He isa very nice young gen-
tleman,” replied the duughter;
“besides, he is something more
than a poor dry goods clerk. He
gets a larg e salary, and 13 mana-
gerof one of the departmsnts,
and expects some day to have an
interest in the business.”

“I hope he may,” responded
the ola man; **but he strikes me
as & very fippant, impertinent
young person, aud in my opinion
he should be sat down upon.”

“Weil, I have invited him to
take tea with us this evening,”
said the duughter. *und I hope
you will treat him politely ut
least. You will ind hima ' very
different porson from what yuu
supposed him to be.”

“Oh, I'll treat him politely
enough,” he said.

Thut evening Mr. Millikin ap-~
peared at supper, snd made s
wost favorable impression opou
the old gentleman, **He is @
clever youpg fellow, after all,”
he thought. “I have done him

an injustice. ™

ealled | let
help me puil i FLTE

||u.n

“I mpever drink,” replied the |

gin take u cigar I|
{ more quietly, owing to Bobby’s

It was just hera that Bobby
tspoke out. Bobby was o well-
menniag little boy, bul too talka-
| tive,

“apa,” he venlured, ‘'‘you
know what yousmd to-day sl
dinner ubout Mr. Millikin: that

he wuas an Impertiment young

man, and ought to be sat down

upon—"’
“Silence, sir!”

shouted the

father, swallowing a mouthful
of hot putnto
i tle bhoy wouldn't si-
DL, ‘g ui’ right,” he couti-
didentially, but in &

Whisper loud enough to be heard
“lie hus Dbeen sat
down upon, Sister sat down on
him, last night for two hours.
Alter this the dinnar wenton

WITS,

[ sudden and very jerky depart-

The maa dropped the wagon |ure,—Philadelphia Call.
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thus auvi rreal expense and of dme in
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